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PRESS RELEASE
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Digital Agriculture Census reshaping Pakistan’s future

"7th Agricultural Census 2024: Pakistan’s Bold Leap Towards Data-Driven Economic Growth"
Sindh at the Forefront of Agricultural Data Innovation: Launching of the Provincial Report for 7th
Digital Agricultural Census 2024
Launching of 7th Agricultural Census 2024 Sindh Provincial Report of 7th Digital Agricultural
Census 2024 marks a significant milestone in the province journey toward evidence-based
agricultural planning, showcasing the power of integrated digital data collection to support
sustainable agricultural development.
Transforming Agricultural Planning Through Digital Data: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics unveils
the 7th Agricultural Census 2024 Provincial Report for Sindh
Turning Data into Power: The 7th Agricultural Census 2024 Marks a Historic pace towards Digital
Transformation in Pakistan's Agricultural Sector
. Livestock in Sindh increased to 50.000 million in 2024 from 32.143 million since 2006
Chief Statistician of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics Dr. Naeem uz Zaffar( Sitar e Imtiaz) officially
launched the results for Sindh Report of the 7th Agricultural Census 2024,” Integrated Digital
Count” a landmark in Pakistan’s statistical history covering Agriculture, Livestock, and Farm
Machinery while Speaking at the launch event, Chief Statistician acknowledged the remarkable
efforts of PBS for introducing innovation, transparency, and precision in data collection and will
go long way for country economic growth and prosperity,
He emphasized that Agriculture is the backbone of Pakistan’s economy, contributing significantly
to GDP, exports, and employment. Recognizing its pivotal role, the Planning Commission of
Pakistan, launched consolidated 7th Agricultural Census a historic step forward in economic
reform and data-driven policymaking. This initiative is aligned with Government of Pakistan
Initiative of “URAAN Pakistan” under the SEs framework, aimed at transforming Pakistan in to
$3 trillion economy by 2047.
The 7th Agricultural Census 2024, conducted after a gap of 14 years, marks a significant
advancement in Pakistan’s agricultural statistical system as the first census implemented through
a fully integrated digital platform. The operation employed modern technologies, including ERP
systems, GIS-based monitoring, geo-tagging, and real-time data synchronization, to enhance data
quality, operational oversight, and efficiency. Conducted in two phases from September 2024 to
February 2025 and supported by a comprehensive training framework, the census has established
a new benchmark for national data bank. The provincial results provide a robust evidence base for
informed policymaking, strategic planning, targeted interventions, and effective resource
allocation in support of sustainable agricultural development.
Highlights of Provincial Report:
. Major Crop’s area for Rabi 6.497 million acres and 6.442 million acres cultivated in Kharif
amongst Wheat, Rice, Cotton, Sugarcane, Maize and Fodder Crops in province. Hence, Wheat
Crop being largest contributor 5.349 million acres cropped area, followed by Rice Crop 2.815
million acres, then Cotton Crop 1.829 million acres, Sugarcane Crop 0.514 million acres, Fodder
on 0.352 million acres and 0.077 million acres Maize Crop accounted for 7th Census in the
province. Being a largest populated province Sindh reports 18% in Kharif Cropped area and 15%
in Rabi Cropped area in Pakistan since last 14 years.
. Cultivated area increased from 7.643M acres (2010) to 8.108M acres (2024).
. Irrigation patterns: Irrigation Sources in Agricultural Census 2024 reveals that canals and
tube wells irrigation pattern contribute 88% of the total cultivated area in the province, confirming
their role as the dominant sources of irrigation across the country. A notable increase in tube well
usage has been observed compared to previous years, highlighting a shift toward increased
dependency on groundwater.



. Livestock Population: Reached 50 million, growing at the rate of 3.13% per annum since
2006.

. Livestock Breakdown: Sindh accounts for approximately 20% of Pakistan’s second large
ruminant population, underscoring its pivotal role in the country’s livestock sector and agricultural
economy and the livestock population in Sindh consists of 19.01 million goats, 11.21 million
cattle, 4.74 million sheep, 13.46 million Buffaloes, 0.37 million camels, and 1.08 million asses,
reaffirming the province’s central role in supporting livestock rearing growth, and rural livelihoods
reliance in province.

. Sindh recorded a notable increase of 137% in tractor ownership, from 2004 to 2024, in last
20 years, indicating greater adoption of mechanized farming practices and increased farm
investment in agricultural technology. The availability of Tube wells and Lift pumps machinery
also highlights the importance of groundwater and water-lifting technologies in agricultural
production. In 2024, Sindh recorded 63,578 tube wells and 12,806 lift pumps, reflecting
comparatively greater reliance on canal irrigation and ground water while maintaining
supplementary irrigation infrastructure for agricultural needs

Dr. Naeem uz Zafar, (Sitara-i-Imtiaz) Chief Statistician added:

"The 7th Agricultural Census 2024 represents far more than just a statistical achievement—it
stands as a ground breaking innovation in governance and public data systems. By incorporating
real-time data monitoring, implementing; widespread and structured training programs, and
integrating cutting-edge Geographic Information System (GIS) tools, this census has set a new
gold standard for how large-scale data collection exercises should be conducted in the future. It
demonstrates how technology, planning, and capacity building can come together to ensure
transparency, accuracy, and efficiency—raising the benchmark for all upcoming national surveys
and censuses in Pakistan."

"The event concluded with the unveiling of summary and provincial results.
Shields were distributed to officers/ officials for their unwavering support,
dedication and hard work for completion of this gigantic activity work in span of
just six months. PBS launched the results on their website and informed that
detailed census tables, charts, and metadata will be made available online for
policymakers, researchers, and development stakeholders.



